Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
Yes, we do have a bet this weekend, which is fortunate since it saves me having to rename the MAFL Fund to the MAFL Non-Interest Bearing Occasionally Callable Cash Account (though NIBOCCA is rather a cool acronym).
In a weekend where only a Dockers upset can prevent a second straight all-avian Grand Final, here’s how the Model sees it:
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MAFL Fund Wagers

After waiting 21 rounds between the first and the second bets on the Crows, the Model has just made its 3rd bet on them in 4 weeks. And, while it’s only a medium-sized bet (2.6% of notional original Funds), it does give us the chance to nudge the share price up over the $1.30 mark, SSD inclusive.
This year we’re 3 and 0 when wagering on Adelaide, making the Crows one of only two teams (the other being the Bulldogs) on which we’ve wagered and not suffered at least one losing bet. The 13.0c that those three successful wagers have added puts Adelaide third in terms of net contribution to the share price, behind only Richmond (35.1c) and the Bulldogs (17.2c).
Astonishingly, for this week’s and the previous two bets, we’ve received underdog odds for our Adelaide bets. Long may that continue.
The Model’s Tips
This weekend, as it did last weekend, the Model has tipped the home teams. It expects the Swans to get home at Stadium Australia by just over 4 goals, and the Crows to squeak home at Football Park by a mere 3 points. 
Which leads vaguely into the weekend’s trivia item: the biggest winning margin in a final over the period 2000-2006 is Essendon’s 198-73 victory over the Roos in 2000. In that game the Dons racked up 31.17 and had kicked what turned out to be a winning score by early in the 2nd quarter.
Line Betting
Here are the weekend’s Sportsbet lines and the Model’s Line Betting tips:

[image: image2.png]Team Giving Start_Team Receiving Start | _Start_| Madel's Tip
Sydney Fremantle 225 | Sydney
West Coast Adelaide 85 | Adelaide





Not that I put much store in this statistic, but teams that have given 22½ start on Sportsbet have fared remarkably poorly over the season. Of the 13 teams that have given such a start only 6 have won outright, 5 covering the spread and 1 winning but failing to cover. Teams giving 22½ start are generally at head-to-head odds of around $1.30, making their implied probability of winning (assuming a 5% vig) just under 75%. On that basis you’d expect 9 or 10 winners amongst the 13 offering this start, considerably more than the 6 we’ve actually seen.
(For the statistically inclined amongst you, the difference is statistically significant at the 5% level).

This marked underperformance is, however, quite a localised phenomenon: teams giving 21½ start are 2 and 0 for the season, and teams giving 23½ start are 6 and 1. Both these results are much more in keeping with what you’d expect from teams offering such large starts.  
Teams giving 8½ start have also underperformed relative to expectations, but not to such a large degree. Of the 6 teams that have given such a start only 3 have won outright, 2 covering the spread and 1 winning but failing to cover. Teams giving 8½ start generally find themselves at head-to-head odds of around $1.60, making their implied probability of winning (assuming a 5% vig) about 60%, which would lead you to expect about 3½ outright winners amongst the 6 teams, only slightly more than what we’ve actually seen. (This difference is not within cooee of attaining statistical significance).
Which all, frankly, probably doesn’t amount to much, unless you’d believe in something as preposterous as a Sportsbet Curse …
The Model is currently 4 and 2 on line betting in the finals series.
GOTR

Surely the 1st plays 2nd, Eagles v Crows match up.
Enjoy the weekend.
Cheers for now,

Tony
